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suggest that I should take over immediately after the
conference on July i, in order that I may have time to put
things in train before the holidays.

Yours ever

N. CHAMBERLAIN

To this letter Mr. Baldwin replied:

HOUSE OF COMMONS

June 2yd, 1930
MY DEAR NEVILLE,

Your letter of this morning has given me great pleasure.
I am convinced that you can render our Party a service
at this moment which no one else is capable of giving.   I
thank you for the self-sacrifice which you are showing in
accepting a post so onerous and so thankless.

I agree to your stipulation and it will T>e for the general
convenience if you take over immediately after the forth-
coming conference.

Yours ever

STANLEY BALDWIN

Mr. Chamberlain therefore, as Chairman both of the
Conservative Party and of the Research Department
found himself principally responsible for the Con-
servative Party at the time of one of the most
severe internal struggles which even its chequered
history has experienced. In October Mr. Baldwin
was still hedging on food taxes, and the long letter,
which he sent to Mr, Chamberlain as Party Chair-
man on the 15th of October, setting out the full
official policy of the Party, did not satisfy all sections.
In addition to the opposition of the groups headed
by Lord Rothermere and Lord Beaverbrook, there
was a considerable element among Conservative
Members of Parliament, headed by Colonel Gretton
and Sir Henry Page-Croft, which was also dissatisfied
with the Baldwin policy. By this time there was a